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S
Member of Parliament for Lac-Saint-Louis

Député de Lac-Saint-Louis

I would like to extend my most sincere 
aand heartfelt cocooongratulations to the 
ZZoroastrian Assosososocic ation of Quebec on 
the occasion of fff ititii s s 50th anniversary.

TThis milestone annnnnnnnivverersary is testimony 
to a vibrant commumumumuninityty that has
ccontributed proudllly y yy totot thehe Canadian
ccultural mosaic and sosososocic ala fffabaa riric. The 
ZZoroastrian communitittity’y’y’y’s cocooreree vvvalalalueueu  
oof goodwill through ppppossosositii iveee thhhouououghghghtststs,,
wwords and actions serveseses tttto oo sttrerer ngggthththenee  
CCanada’s identity as a couuunttttryry bbuiuiu lt ———
for 150 years now — aroundnn tttthehe 
pprinciples of solidarity and mmmuttttuauaall
ssupport.

I would like to thank this eveningggg’s 
oorganizers on a successful celebraatitt onnn.

YYours truly,

www.sscccaaaarpppaaleggggggggggia.caaaaaaaaaa
Facebooookkkk/fssccaaarrpaleeggia 
Twitter/sccccarrpaaaleggiaLSL

francis.scaarpaaaleggggiaa@pparl.ggc.ca

Je tiens à transmettre mes plus sincères 
félicitations à l’Association Zoroastrienne 
du Québec à l’occasion de son
50e anniversaire.

Cet anniversaire, qui marque un jalon 
important, témoigne du dynamisme d’une 
communauté qui a fièrement contribué à 
enrichir la mosaïque culturelle et le tissu 
social du Canada. La communauté
zoroastrienne a pour valeur fonddamamenentatatallele 
dede ffaia re preuve de bbonontété ppar le biaiss ded  
bonnnneses penséséesees, dede bonnes paroles et dee
bonnes actions. Cette valleur renfforce 
l’l’ dididenentité du Caananadada eenn tatantnt qque ppayys ququiii
a aaa évévévvolollo uéuéuéu  —— ddepuis 150 ans déjà — sur les
prininininciciicipepepepes s dededede la solidarité et de l’entraide.

JeJeJe tiens àààà rremememe ererrercicic ere llleseses oooorgrgganisateurs de 
ceettttte soiréeéeéee ppppouououo r r unununneeee cécéccccccccccccc lélééléléléléélééélébrbrbrbbbrbrbrbrbbbrbbbbrb atataaatatataaataaaattatioooooooooiooooioooooonnnn réussie.

Sincèrreeees sssalutatatatioioioioioioiooioiioioioioooonsns,,
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Zoroastrian Association of Québec 
 L'Association Zoroastrienne du Québec

P.O. Box 26735, Station Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 Canada

August 6, 2017

Dear Friends
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you this evening to celebrate 50 glorious years of the Zoroastrian Association of 
Quebec (ZAQ) , the first and the oldest Zoroastrian  association in North America.   It all started in 1967 when a group 
of Zarathushtis  who had settled in Montreal decided to form an Association to keep alive the ancient religion and the 
rich cultural heritage.  We salute the pioneers for their vision and foresight. The association has been a trail blazer for 
many of the institutions that have been functioning on this continent. 

The first publication “Gavashni” was started in 1974 in Montreal by Dr Ervad Bagli, the first president of the 
Association. It was a vehicle  to disseminate the message of Prophet Zarathushtra to the Zoroastrian community 
across the North American continent.  With the formation of the Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North 
America (FEZANA) in 1987, it later morphed into the FEZANA JOURNAL.

In 1982 ZAQ hosted  the North American Zoroastrian Congress which was a huge success.  On that occasion the 
association compiled the Directory of  Zoroastrians living in Canada, thus offering all Canadian Zoroastrians the 
opportunity to communicate with each other.  Directories of Zoroastrians all across North America are now compiled 
by FEZANA , with even an electronic version available. In 1999 the North American Youth Congress was also hosted by 
the youth of the association with great success. 

Quebec Zoroastrians continue to play leadership roles in the local, national, and international organizations. The 
multicultural fabric of the Canadian and Quebec societies have welcomed us with open arms and true to the 
Zoroastrian religion, spirit and way of life, the community has integrated into the Canadian and Quebec mosaic while 
retaining their identity.  They serve on professional and community organizations  giving their time and talent for the 
betterment of the country they now call HOME.  

We proudly celebrate the 30th  anniversary of FEZANA , 50th anniversary of our association, the 150th anniversary of 
Canada, the 375th anniversary of  Montreal.
Thank you for being with us tonight.

  Dolly Dastoor Ph.D
  On behalf of the organizing committee
  Past president ZAQ
  Past President FEZANA

r being with us tonight.

Dolly Dastooooooooooor Ph D
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The Zoroastrian Associati on of Quebec , the fi rst associati on to be established in North 
America in 1967 had many defi ning moments which were precursors to the founding 
of the Federati on of Zoroastrian Associati ons of North America. (FEZANA).

The publishing of Gavashni , (editor Ervad Dr. Jehan Bagli) , the fi rst Zarathushti  
newslett er of North America, distributed around the conti nent , the purchase of burial 
lots, compilati on of standard procedures for funeral services , the compilati on of the 
fi rst American Zoroastrian Directory, the North American Congress 1982 where for the 
fi rst ti me Non-Zoroastrians in Zoroastrian precepts were discussed.

This associati on launched the discussion on the standard Zarathushti  calendar and 
prepared a compilati on of opinions from across the world.

We organize events which fosters a spirit of togetherness among community members 
e.g. celebrati on of Navroz,  Mehergan, Tirgan, Sadeh, Yalda, Ghambars and related 
Picnics. Acti viti es are also organized to promote the teachings of the religion through 
religious classes for the children, adult discussion groups, parti cipati ng in interfaith 
acti viti es, maintaining a website and a newslett er, parti cipate in acti viti es organized by 
other Zoroastrian Associati ons in North America and by FEZANA.

Zorrroastttriiianan AAAsssociati on of Quebec is to The Missionn n n nn n ooofo  the
eliggiioion oofof AAAsshooo ZZarathushtra among the perpetuaatetetetetettt tthe ree
beec annd too oottheers who may wish to learn Zarathussssshtihtihtihtihtihtihtititissss of Quuee

phhet ZZarararatthhussshttra, and the scriptures , andthtthththththeeee teteteteacacacacacaca hihihihihihih nngs s ofof PProrop
rrmamancncccee e ofof alll reeligious ceremonies and theto facilitatee ththe e peperfforor
rati onnn ooof Zarraatathhushti  feastscec leebrb

Our Missions

Who are We?
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Zoroastrianism, founded in 1500 BCE, by prophet 
Zarathushtra, in Central Asia, is one of the oldest 
monotheistic religions, which fl ourished through the rise 
and fall of many civilizations. It was the state religion of 
the Great Persian Empire founded by Cyrus the great 
(558 BCE) who gave the world the First declaration of 
Human Rights, inscribed on the Cyrus Cylinder, freed 
the Jews from Babylonian captivity and allowed them 
to rebuild their temple in Jerusalem. The Persians 
were conquered by Alexander who destroyed the 
Zoroastrian scriptures with the burning of Persepolis. 
Zoroastrianism again fl ourished under the Sasanian 
empire (226 CE-641 CE). With the advent of Islam 
and the conquest of Persia by the Arabs, Zoroastrians 
struggled to survive, many were forced to convert, 
many left for India where they are called the Parsis 
and many stayed in Iran holding on to their faith and 
preserving amongst much hardship. 
The Zoroastrian Religion has had more infl uence on 
mankind, directly or indirectly , than any other single 
faith … its leading doctrines were adopted by Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. Concepts like Belief in One 
Supreme God Ahura Mazda, Heaven and Hell and 
individual judgement, ultimate triumph of good over evil, 
freedom of choice, are all Zoroastrian concepts. It is an 
ecological religion believing in the stewardship of the 
environment and proctecting it with great reverence. 
In Iran, in spite of religious persecution, the Zoroastrians played a signifi cant role in the social development of 
Iran. Zoroastrian entrepreneurs were the fi rst to introduce English and sports in schools, Jamshid Jamshidian 
introduced modern banking, Esfandiar Yeganegi introduced modern irrigation, Farhang Mehr, was the 
President of Pahlavi University in Shiraz, founder of the Central Insurance Company and later appointed 
General Deputy Minister, Keikhosrow Shahrokh had a major role in changing the offi cial Islamic calendar 
to the current Iranian civil calendar, Farangis Yeganegi was the founder and Director of Iranian Handicrafts 
Organization. They all enriched the community with their vision and knowledge. 
In India, notable Zoroastrians nationally and internationally are Rohinton Mistry, the celebrated Canadian 
author, Zubin Mehta the internationally renowned Conductor, late Freddy Mercury of the famed band, Queen 
and the Zoroastrian Companies such as the House of Tatas, manufacturer of Tetley Tea, Jaguar Cars and 
Land Rover S.U.Vs. who have also made munifi cent donations to Universities in North America. 
After centuries of separation of Parsis and Iranian Zoroastrians, they are now united again in North America 
where they have formed a vibrant community contributing to the Canadian and Quebec multicultural fabric of 
Society.

&Zoroaster         Z oroastrians 



Z o r o a s t r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Q u e b e c                                        5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y14

ZAQAnniversaryAnniversary50th

e c                                       5 0 t h  A n n i v e r144Z oZ r or oo aaa s t rrr i ai n  A s s o c ii a taa tt i oi ooo nnnn o f QQ uu e b e

 ERVAD GEV PESY KARKARIA

Ervad Gev was born in Bombay on February 6th, 1943.  After 
completing his schooling at St Theresa High School and Bharda 
New High School, he obtained his CA from India. Born in a priestly 
family, he completed his navar training  in Navsari, and was 
ordained as a priest at the age of 12.
  
Before immigrating to Canada in 1975, Gev worked in India as an 
accountant with Air India.  He has lived in Montreal, and became 
a Canadian citizen in 1980. He worked as an accountant and was 
vice-president at Wirth Steel in Montreal for over 35 years.  

Gev is widely admired in the community, by his former co-workers, 
family and friends for his calm demeanor and honest, quiet 
leadership. He has dedicated countless hours to the Zoroastrian community in Quebec and 
beyond the province, performing jashans, navjotes, weddings and funerals in Montreal and 
across North America. Most recently, he proudly co-performed the navjote of his grandson 
last year along with his son Zal, also a mobed. 

Gev is married to Shirine Motafaram, his staunch supporter in all his community work for 
44 years. They have two children and four grand children, son Zal working for the Canadian 
Government, lives in London, with his wife and two children and daughter Zia, a social worker, 
who now lives in Ireland with her husband and two children.

Gev has always been very active in the Community.  Since 1977, he has been the Treasurer, 
committee member and then president from 1997-2001.  He was the Treasurer of the NAMC 
from 2002-2009 and secretary from 2010-2015, always actively participating in a variety of 
topics discussed at the meetings. 

 
Gev is the backbone of the community, looking after their religious and social needs, always 
ready to help people in need and offering his services for filling tax returns, driving people to 
hospital for appointments, helping solve family issues, etc.  We have never heard Gev say NO 
to any request for help.

 The Zoroastrian Community is very grateful and we recognize his contribution with this small 
token of our gratitude. 
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Ervad JAL M. PANTHAKI

Jal was born in Bombay on 22 Nov. 1933 to Bachu and Minocher 
Panthaki

After completing his schooling at St. Xavier High School he grad-
uated in science from Sidharth College in Bombay .

At the age of 12 he was ordained as a priest after com-
pleting his training as a navar and a martab in Navsari.  
Even with his university studies he performed religious 
ceremonies during the muktad days at the agiary and 
assisted at various jashans, navjotes and weddings.   

During his university days he had  a distinguished career in National Cadet Corps as Sr. Under Offi-
cer- Cadet Adjutant-representing Bombay at the Republic Parade in New Delhi.

He was selected for Dehra Dun Military College, but had to resign because of his  weak eye sight.

In India Jal joined TATA Textiles, and was sent for Practical & Executive Training to England, 
France, Germany & Switzerland. He was also sent to  the United States  where he worked in New 
Hampshire and in New Jersey to learn American methods. In India he worked in several different 
positions in Tata Mills, Swadeshi Mills, Ahmedabad Advance Mills and finally In Nagpur Empress 
Mills as Processing Manager. Jal married  his childhood sweetheart Dr Nergish in 1961  and they 
left for Canada in 1972 with their son Zubin  who is a plastic   surgeon and lives in Miami, with his 
wife and three children . 

In Canada, Jal joined Rayonese Textile in St. Jerome, Quebec as Chief Chemist & Processing Manag-
er, retiring in 2005, with honors as a Senior Executive of Rayonese-Culp, a U.S.A. Company.

Jal has been very active in the Montreal community serving the religious needs of members, per-
forming rituals for death ceremonies, weddings, initiation into the religion (navjote /sudreh pushi) 
ceremonies,  community and house jashans, visiting and comforting the sick and helping with their 
transport.   

Jal is always ready to respond to any request for religious ceremonies for all members of the com-
munity.

Jal has served as an  Executive Committee member of ZAQ for 2 terms.

The Montreal Zoroastrian community is very fortunate and grateful to have Ervad Jal Panthaki as 
our  member  and we recognize his contribution with this small token of our gratitude. 
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Entertainment committ ee 
Faranak Firoozi Ph.D.
Abti n Jahanbakhshzadeh Ph.D.
Aazeen Irani
Nima Tahmtan
Shahin Farzaneh
Anahita Khodadadi
Farnaz Borumandi
Arman Falahati 

   Executi vveeeee committ ee     
entntttViVV dadadada FFFFererrrereererrreeyeyeyeyeyyyyyyyyeyeyyyyyddddddodddddddododdodd ononononzazazazad,d,d,d, PPPPrereeesisss de
tAaAA zezezezeeeneeennnennnnn IIIrararararaaaraarrrrr nnininininn ,,,, ViViViV cececece Prerereesisisisiddddennntn

Zaaarererereeeeeeeneneneneneneneenenennnnnnn AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAuuuuususususuuuuuuuu ti ti titin,n,n,n, SSSSececececrerereretatatatary,
surerFFaFaFarrrhrhrhrrrr aaaaadadddadaddadddddd FFFFFFFFFFFFeerererereee eyeyeyeydooooononononzazazaad,d,dd TTTTrea
r MMMMiMiMiMMMMMMM tttrtrtrtrtrttrtrtraaaaaaaaaa NNNNaNaNaaNNaNNNN mimimimirarararanin annnn,,,, memmmbm er

    atatttttttttattt laaaaaaararraraaa ge
KhKhhhhhhhhususususussssshhhrhrh oo Vatchchchha, member
   aaatatattaaaat large

Ph.D. AAbbbbAbbA titi n Jahanbakhshzadeh, PPh DAbAbbbbAbbbbtititin Jahanbakhshshshshzadeh P
mmmmmmemm mber at large

Organizing committ ee 
Dolly Dastoor, Ph.D.
Zareen Austi n 
Farhad Fereydoonzad 
Vida Fereydoonzad
Faranak Firoozi, Ph.D.
Jimmy Ghadiali 
Gev and Shirine Karkaria
Rohinton Marolia
Zerene Saklatvala
Jambi Canteenwalla 
Shahrokh Khanizadeh Ph.D  

Past Presidents
77272ErE vad Jehannn BBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaB glglglglglglglgliiiiii,i,i, PPPPPPPPPPhhhDhDhDhDhDhDhD 1111968-19777
974EdEdEdEdEdEdEEdulululul KKKKKKKKKaananaaaaa gagagaaaaaa  1111111979979797979 2- 1119
766ErErErErErEE vvvad Jeeeeeehahahahahahahannnnnnnn BBaglllli,i,i,,i,i,i, PPPPPPhDhDhDhhDhDhDhDhhD 19997977999 4-4-4-4444444 197
7878AdAdi DaDaDaDaDaDaD rururururuuruuwawawawaawaaallllllla LLatata eeee  199797979999 6666-66 1977
99855                                                   Dolly y DDDDDDDDasasasasasasasasaaa tototototototototooororororororororor,,,,,, PhPhPhhD DD 11111119997979797979979 8-8 1199
989NaaNaaNaNaariri MMMMMMadadaaaa oooonoooon 111111985- 19
993KhKKKK ususususushrhrhrhrhrhroooooooo MMMMMMMMMiririrrzza  1989- 19
97Dolly DaDaaaaaaaaststststststtoooooooooooo r, PhD  1993-199

GGGeevvv v v Karkaria   1997-2001
Neeeess Lakdawala 2001-2005
DDDoolly Dastoor, PhD  2005-2007  
FFFaFaredoon Mistry  2007-2009 
FFFaranak Firoozi, PhD 2009- 2013
DDolly Dastoor, PhD  2013-2015
VVida Fereydoonzad  2015-2017

ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC 

The Zoroastrian Associati on of Quebec  the fi rst associati on to be establishedn of Quebec, the fi rst associati onn to be estaablished 
in North America in 1967 haad many defi ning mommeents whhiichh weree pprreeccursors 

to the founding of the Federrati on of Zoroastrian AAssssociatiti oonnss of NNoorth America 
((FFEEZZAANNAA)).

ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBECZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC 
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nation
nationnation
nnaaattttiiioon  
nnnaaattttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
nnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttiiooooooooooooonnn
naatttiiioon
nnnnnnnnnaaatttttttiiiioooonnnnnnn
nnnnnnaaaaaaaatttiiiooon  

AcknowledgementsAcknowledgements

A very special thanks to all our advertisers,  the members of the 
subcommittees, volunteers and their families,  who gave so unselfishly 

their precious time and dedication to this event.  

Richarrdddd
Farhad
Jimmy 
Khursh
Gev an
Zia Karkaria                                Do
Zal Karkaria                               Do
Khosro and Rooyyyya MMMeeehhhrfaarrr                  Do        DDDo
Bergez Mistry     DDoo
Phiroz and Pervizz Moooooss                      DDoo
Framroze K and AArrrmmmaaaiityy PPaatel           DDoooooooo
Jimmy and Zerene SSSakkklaatvvaalaa               DDDDDDDDDDooooooooooooo
Wirth Steel                                           DDDDDDDDDDDDDooo
Arzan Sam WWWaaadddiiaaa     DDoooooo

A very special thanks to all oouuur aaddvveertisseeeerrs,  tttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhee mmmmmmmeeeeeee
subcommittees, volunteers and ttthheiir ffaaamiliees,  whhhhhhhooooooo ggaavv

their precious time aanndd ddeeddiicatioon to tttttthhhhhhhiissssss eeeeeeee

an Association of Quebec gratefully acknowledges the 
nd assistance of the following in making this auspicious 

occasion a success

on                                                 GGGiiifffttt
Hall                                           Gift
Firoozyves                                   Gift 
 Farzaneh                                    Gift 
mous                                         Donation 

d and Dr Gita Aidun                     Donation
aaand Kavarana family                 Donation
llyyy DDDastoor                                 Donation
aaaahhaaaddd Dastoor                             Donation  
d DiiSStiili                                  Donation

nation
nnation 
nnaattiioonn   
nation  
natiion

ddd DDDiiSSStiillliiiooo                                  Do
d FFFeeeereyyyddoooooonnnzzaaddd                     Do

annnndd RRRoossshaannn GGGhaddiiaallii             DDoo
hed aaaannndddd PPeeerrvizzeee JJJaaamaji           DDDooo
nd Shhhhiiirinnnee KKaaarkarriiiaaa                       Do
rkaria DDo
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HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY, ZAQ!!!
Badam-ni-Boi & More…

Super delicious Marzipan mithai for all happy occasions. 
Customized wedding and party favors.

* Koprapak * Badampak * Ribbon Toffee * Persian Toot *
* Mava Cake * Macaroons * Puff Pattice * Sali *

Mandap, Flowers & More …
*Silk/fresh floral arrangements * hars * torans * Mandap *

Roshan Rivetna * RRRivetna @ aol.com * 630-340 8272

Community Mobeds    Their Services&

 Jashan ceremonies:
 Community Jashan: on auspicious 

occasions like Navroz, PateƟ, 
Sadeh, Ghambars.

 For families, in memory of the 
departed family members on 
their death anniversaries, house 
warming etc.

 Funeral ceremonies:

 Geh Sarna ceremony
 Sarosh Karda in the evening aŌer 

the funeral
 Uthamna ceremony and 

Cheharum prayers early morning 
on the fourth day

 Nahan / Spiritual bath Ceremony
 Navjot / Sudreh Pushi ceremony
 Wedding ceremony

ZAQ Mobeds who have agreed to off er their guidance and services to the Zoroastrian 
Community

Ervad Jal Panthaki 
Tel : 514-937-1917

Ervad Gev Karkaria 
Tel: 514-630-6065

List of services:
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The Wisdom of Sages; 

Some call on the Lord, “Rama”, some cry “Khuda”
Some bow to Him as Gosain, some as Allah,
He is called the Ground of Grounds and all the Bountiful
The Compassionate One and Gracious
Hindus bath in holy waters for His sake, Muslims make pilgrimages to Mecca
The Hindus perform puja; others bow their heads in namaz
There are those who read Vedas and others-Christians, Jews, Muslims- who 
read the
Semitic scriptures
Some wear blue, some wear white robes
Some call themselves Muslim, others Hindus
Some aspire to bahishat (Muslim heaven), some to Swarga (Hindu heaven)
Says Nanak, Whoever realizes the will of the Lord,
He will find out Lord’s Secrets!                                          
                                    

Sikhism, Adi Granth, Ramkali, M.5.p. 885

Ever is He present with you-think not He is far,
By the Master’s teaching recognize Him within yourself. 

    Sikhism, Adi Grant, Majh Ashpadi, M.3, p. 116

Why do you go to the forest in search of God?
He lives in all and is yet ever distinct,
He abides with you, too
As fragrance dwells in a flower 
And reflection in a mirror;
So does God dwells inside everything; 
Seek Him, therefore, in your heart.

                                     Sikhism. Adi Granth, Dhanasari, M.9, p.684 

With best wishes to the Zarathusti community from:
  

Anju and Ajay Aggarwal, Sangeeta, and Vijay Aggarwal and 
Family,  Princeton, NJ
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Sincere Felicitations on your 
Fiftieth Anniversary

Wishing you 
Peace, Light and Harmony 

for the journey to 
The Centenary

Bagli Family
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Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore:  
Zarathushtra was the greatest of all the pioneer prophets who showed the path 
of freedom to men, the freedom of moral choice, and the freedom from blind 
obedience to unmeaning injections, freedom from the multiplicity of shrines which 
draw our worship away from the single-minded chastity of devotion.

Though surrounded by believers in magical rites, he proclaimed in those dark days 
of unreason, that the religion has its truth in its moral significance, not in external 
practices of imaginary value; that it is to uphold man in his life of good thoughts, 
good words, and good deeds.

The distance between faith in the efficacy of bloodstained magical rites and 
cultivation of moral and spiritual ideals as true form of worship is immense. It 
is amazing to see how Zarathushtra was the first among men who crossed this 
distance with a certainty of realization which imparted such a fervor of faith in his 
life and words. Zarathushtra was the first prophet who emancipated religion from 
the exclusive narrowness of the tribal God, and offered it to the universal man. This 
is a great fact in the history of religion. 

The truth which filled his mind was not a thing borrowed from books or received 
from teachers. He did come to it by following a prescribed path of tradition. 

I think it can be said without doubt that such a high conception of religion, uttered 
in such a clear note of affirmation, with  such a conviction that it is truth of the 
ultimate ideal of perfection which must be revealed to all humanity, even at the 
cost of martyrdom, is unique in the history of religion belonging to such a remote 
dawn of civilization.

His message sends its call to all men to work together with Eternal Spirit of Good 
in spreading and maintaining Kshatra, the Kingdom of Righteousness, against all 
attacks of evil. The ideal gives us our place as collaborators with Ahura Mazda in 
distributing His blessings over the world, is:

 “Clear is this to the man of wisdom as to the man who carefully thinks,
     He who upholds Truth with all the might of his power,
     He who upholds Truth the utmost in his words and deed,
     He, indeed, is thy most valued helper, O Mazda Ahura!”

                                                            Yasna 31-22
 

With best wishes to Zarathushti Community 
Dr. Parimal S. Bhayani and Satish N Bhayani   
 Newton, NJ.
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Congratulations and Best wishes to

THE ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC

For 50 golden years of service

to the Zoroastrian Community

With compliments: Coomie and Adi Homi Gazdar



Z o r o a s t r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Q u e b e c                                         24

ZAQAnniversaryAnniversary50th

Marche Victoria 
ADP /  Oriental

4759 Boul. Des Sources  
Pierrefonds QC. H8Y 3C6
Ph: 514 685 3280

6324 Rue Victoria
Montreal, QC. H3W 2S4
Ph: 514 737 4715
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Jainism:
Jainism is the religion of about ten million people in India, with its own 

distinctive scriptures, history, and a long philosophic tradition. Although a part 
of greater Indian culture, Jainism, like Buddhism, is a non-vedic religious tradition. 

Noted for its rigorous asceticism, Jain thought has influenced the greater Indian 
culture especially through its doctrine of ahimsa, non-injury to all living beings. 

Jainism teaches a strict doctrine of karma, which binds a person to suffer rebirth and 
retribution for all evil actions. A person must therefore liberate himself or herself from the 

fetters of karma by taking a vow of asceticism and therefore avoiding all violence in deed, in 
word, and in thought. 

All passionate desire begets violence, and is itself the result of the karma of a deluded consciousness 
which must be eliminated. According to Jainism each person has within himself or herself the 
potential to realize perfection and become Paramatman, a soul freed from all karmic fetters and able 
to reach the highest point in the universe.  

The wise man looks upon life as a mere dew drop which quivers upon the tip of a blade of 
kusa grass, to be whisked off or blown away by the breeze at any moment. The life of an 
unwise, imprudent, and ignorant person is likewise as transient as said dew drop.
                                                             Jainism. Acarangasutra 5.5

That which is free from birth, old age, disease, death, grief, pain and, fear, is eternal, blissful, 
and the nature of pure delight, is called Nirvana.
                      Jainism, Samantabadhra                                                                                              
                                                                       Ratnakarandasravkacara 131 

One who you think should be hit is none else but you,
One who think should be governed is none else but you,
One who you think should be tortured is none else but you,
One who think should be enslaved is none else but you,
A sage is ingenuous and leads his life after comprehending the parity of the   
Killed and the killer.
Therefore, neither does he cause violence to others nor does he make 
others do so.
     Jainism. Acarangasutra 5-101-2

With best wishes to the Zarathusti community 
   

   Aakash, Tina and Kaushik Gandhi
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Congratulations & Best Wishes to the

Zoroastrian Association of Quebec

For 50 Years of Dedicated Service to the 

Zoroastrian Community

Roshan & Jimmy Bharucha and Family

ZAQ Members:  1974 - 1981

MARIO, RICO AND THE TEAM AT THE TRATTORIA
SEND THEIR BEST WISHES FOR THIS 50  ANNIVERSARY

OF ZAQ, AND MUCH CONTINUED SUCCESS.

TH
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Tolerance and Respect for all Believers:

All the doctrines are right in their own respective spheres-but if they 
encroach upon the province of 

other doctrines and try to refute their views, they are wrong. A man who 
holds the view 

of the cumulative character of truth never says a particular is wrong.
Jainism, Siddhasena, Sanmatarka 1.28

Those who praise their own doctrine and disparage the doctrine of others 
are do not solve any problem.

Jainism, Sutrakrianga 1.11.50
May the religion of the prophet Zarathustra prosper in the new world are 

the prayers of

Dr.Indu Vira and Nagji Vira.
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M anian

congratulate

THTHTHHE ZOOOROROORROROOAOOAOOAASTSTTSSTTSTTRTRTRRIAIIAIIAAN ASSSSSSSOOOOOCIAIIAIAATTTION OF QUEBEEBEBBECCCCC

On 

Serving the Zoroastrians of Quebec for 50 years

198777 201777-77

Mitra, Hushang,uu Dina Namira

Ariane Bardia Ryan

l
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Thee North Americcan Council (NAMC) congratulaates

ZAQ oon its 50th Annivversary

annd thanks Ervadds Gev Karkariaa and Jal Panthaaki

for their sservice to the coommunf th i i t th iityt
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The Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation
congratulates 

THE ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC
as you celebrate your milestone 50th Anniversary.

Wishing you many more years of success in serving
the community!
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Congratulations, your 
friends at Paramount!
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“The team at Priority Fire Equipment congratulates the ZAQ on this 
milestone of 50 years in North America. We wish the community and 

our friend Jambi, the very best for many more years of continued 
success.”
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4690 Des Sources Blvd H8Y3C7, 
Dollard des Ormeaux. (514) 612-4917

yyy
THE ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Great work is done by people 
who are not afraid to take on leadership.

According to this maxim, 
ZAQ has acted for many years. 

Congratulations on
ZAQ’s 50th anniversary.

"In loving memory of 
my beloved wife Amy - 

Faredoon".
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The owners and staff at Aristotles, have 
had the pleasure of serving Jambi, his 

family and many Zoroastrian friends for 
over 20 years, and are extremely happy to 
know such a vibrant community (ZAQ) 

and members of the faith. We congratulate 
the ZAQ on 50 glorious years in North 

America. 
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THE OWNER AND STAFF OF SAHIB EXTEND THEIR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
ZOROASTRIAN COMMUNITY OF QUEBEC ON THE ACHIEVEMENT OF 50 GLORIOUS YEARS.
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Spinelli is proud to be associated with the Zoroastrian Association of 
Quebec and wish you all the best

 A Airyema Ishiyo
Let the vigorous people come to the support of men and women of 

Zarathushtra, 
and support good thought, following the religion that deserves praise, 

worthy of being chosen I ask for the stimulating reward of truth, 
which Mazda has declared.

Yasna 54.1 “The Heritage of Zarathushtra,”Humbach-
Ichaporia, 1994, page 107

With the compliments of Sam Bhadha.
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS

SOONNOO MAROLIA
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

RE/MAX PLATINE

514-825-4287
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This is what we believe:

Prayer for Universal Peace:
O Bhagwan May the skies give us peace.

May space bring us peace.
May the earth give us peace.

May the waters give us peace.
May herbs and plants give us peace.

May all of the beings of earth bring us peace
May the deities bestow peace.

May all of creations bring us peace
May peace prevail throughout the universe.

Prayer for Strength:
O Bhagwan! You are the source of light. Make me lustrous

You are the source of courage. Make me courageous
You are the source of strength. Make me strong

You are the source of brilliance. Make me intelligent
You are the source of valor. Make me valiant
You are the source of bravery. Make me brave.

Prayer for Happiness for All:
May all be happy.   May all be healthy
May all experience that which is good.

May there be no suffering.

Prayer for the Good of All:
He Bhagwan Saunu bhalu karo.  

O Bhagwan! Do good to all..

With the best wishes to the Zarathusti Community of Montreal
Sonali, Sunita, Swati and Sunil Shah and Family, 

Iselin, NJ.
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The Truth in many Paths:

Like the bee, gathering honey from different flowers, 
the wise man accepts the essence of different scriptures and sees only the good in 

all religions.
Hinduism. Srimad Bhagavatam. 11.3

The Buddha says, “To be attached to a certain view and to look down upon other 
view as inferior—this the wise men call a fetter.”

Buddhism, Sutta Nipata 798

Confucius said: ….. : In the world there are many different roads
 but the destination is the same. 

There are hundred deliberations but the result is one.”
Confucianism.  1 Ching, Appended Remarks 2.5

The Hindus and the Muslims have but one and the same God,
What can a mullah or sheikh do?

Sikhism, Adi Granth, Bhairo, p, 1158

Our Father, it is thy universe, it is thy universe, and it is thy will. 
Let us be at peace, let the souls of the people be cool. 

Thou art our Father, remove all evil from my path.
African Traditional Religion

Nuer Prayer (Sudan)

Tzekung asked, “Is there one word that can serve as a principle of conduct for life?” 
Confucius replied, “It is the word-shu-reciprocity: 

Do not do to others what you do not want them to do to you.”
Confucianism. Analects 15.23

One going to take a pointed stick to pinch a baby bird should first try it on himself 
to feel how it hurts.

African Traditional Religion,
Yorba Proverb (Nigeria)

May Zarathustis continue to be guided by the principle of “ASHA.” are the prayers of:

Sumita and Surendra Kankariya and family.
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
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The staff of the Four Points Sheraton, 
Meadowvale wish our long time guest Jambi 

Canteenwalla and the ZAQ all the very best on 
this auspicious occasion of 50 years in Quebec. 

Thanks for 30 years of business.
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GROUP

WORLD BB TVWORLD BB TV

Congratulations & Best Wishes
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Congratulations to the ZAQ
On your 50th anniversary!!!

From your friends in Texas!
Adel & Natasha Irani and family

yy

FFFFFFFFFFFFromm yyooouuuur fffffff
AAAdddeeelll &&& NNNaaaaaaaaaa
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Happy 50th Anniversary

ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC

May the Zarathushti community in North 
America grow and prosper together in unity 

and friendship
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C I B C WO O D  G U N DY
GROSS WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

“CIBC Private Wealth Management” consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries, through CIBC Private Banking; CIBC Private Investment 

Counsel, a division of CIBC Asset Management Inc. (“CAM”); CIBC Trust Corporation; and CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC World Markets Inc. (“WMI”). CIBC 

Private Banking provides solutions from CIBC Investor Services Inc. (“ISI”), CAM and credit products. CIBC World Markets Inc. and ISI are both Members of the 

Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. CIBC Private Wealth Management services are available to 

qualified individuals. The CIBC logo and “CIBC Private Wealth Management” are registered trademarks of CIBC.

Congratulations to the  
Zoroastrian Association of Quebec  
on turning 50!

Alexander Gross, CPA, CGA, FCSI
Portfolio Manager 
www.cibcwg.com/alexander-gross
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Leena Lakdawala
ARBONNE INTERNATIONAL

Independent Consultant
ExecuƟve Area Manager

leena@myarbonne1.com  
514-2411-7850777888555000

www.leenalakdawala.arbonnnneeee.ccccoooo
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CONGRATULATIONS

ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
QUEBEC

ON 50 WONDERFUL YEARS OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENT

AND SERVICE 

FROM
ZUBIN, JASMINE, JEHAN 

AND 
ZANE DASTOOR

(Proud ex-members 1973-1997)
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Proud to support
Fière d 'encourager

Zoroastrian Association of Québec

L'Association Zoroastrienne du Québec
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Heartiest congratulations to

THE ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC

on its 50th Anniversary,

and best wishes for its continued growth, leadership and 
service to the Zarathushti community! 

Bella Tata and Farrokh Namdaran
Nanu J. Dastur and Zarine Dastur
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 1932 - 2003
In Loving Memory of 

Dr.  Firoze M . Ichhaporia
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When we visited Israel, we were touched by a T-shirt with an imprint of 
photographs of 

David Ben- Gurion, Moshe Dayan, Gold Meir and Menachem Begin.

The message on the front side was,
WE HAVE DONE ALL WE COULD.

The message on the back read:
NOW IT IS UP TO YOU.

With the compliments of Patel Family.
Rayomand, Cyrus, Pashang, Khushnuman, Arnavaz, 

Armaity and Framroze

Hannah Promotions congratulates
the ZAQ on this occasion of 50

glorious years.

promotions hannah inc.
promouvoir le succèsbranding success

hannahpromotions.com
T: (514) 337-6991






